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For many years my work was mainly driven by the exploration of process. Historically pate de 
verre has had moments of flourishing and then dying out almost completely due to the secrecy 
held around this technique; therefore, it was difficult to come by information easily when I first 
began this journey. Taking what I had previously learned about lost wax casting and the single 
class in pate de verre casting techniques, plus much trial and error, I created my own approach 
to pate de verre.  
 
I have always used my work to explore technique but it has also held themes of personal 
emotion, theories of being, and reflections of the natural world. The process of pate de verre 
brings a stillness, a quiet concentration, a demand for presence, that I find soothing and 
meditative in our fast-paced society. Over the years my work has turned further from the pursuit 
of perfection toward the inspiration of nature. I find that the emotions I have always tried to 
express and my love of the natural world have become inextricably bound to each other.  
 
The process I employ involves observation first, collecting images, sometimes collecting 
samples and then researching these items. Sometimes the influence is immediate, other times it 
takes a year or two for these ideas or images to find their way into my work. I do not usually 
seek to replicate objects exactly, nature is always the better artist, the intent is to create an 
abstract reflection which reminds one of the original. “The idea is to stop, even for just a 
moment, to reflect upon and realize the immense complexity, diversity, polarity, and beauty of 
the world in which we live."  
 
There are many different things that have inspired me over the years, moths, nudibranchs, fungi 
of all kinds, creatures of the sea and forest. Throughout I have always taken note of objects or 
“deposits” that are markers of time. Rust, the strata of the earth’s crust, ice cores which can 
show us the weather over a hundred years ago, layers of paint in a house, the soul of a favorite 
shoe, the alluvial sediment which shows between the seams of the highway barricades. 
Currently I am focused on these, “Alluvial Pathways”; the layers upon layers marking our days, 
our movements, the weather, and flow of water. The patina of time is the inadvertent storyteller 
of our present, past, and future.  
 


